
 

Good Evening Plainville Families and Staff: 

To say that these have been challenging or trying times is simply inadequate, and to say that these are 
“unprecedented times” has quickly become cliché and overused. Unless you were around in 1918, none of us 
have ever experienced something quite like this, and times were very different in the world of education, and 
life in general, in 1918! 

At this time, I can only share what I know to be certain, and what we are doing to support our Plainville’s 
children and their families in the very best way we know how. 

Here are your latest updates and information to consider as we move forward through this strange but 
temporary shift in our existence as we have come to know it. 

• Based on Governor Lamont’s latest executive order, schools will not be allowed to reopen until 
April 20 at the earliest. Unfortunately, during a radio program this morning, Governor Lamont also 
expressed that closure through the end of the school year remains a real possibility. We are all 
hoping this will not be the situation, but given this latest statement, we are planning for all 
possibilities. While this is extremely disappointing news, public health remains the priority. Since we 
do not have control over these closure decisions, we must move forward one day at a time while 
planning for both short and the long-term contingencies. I assure you that I have been working 
around the clock with my administrative team, and they with our instructional leaders, teachers and 
staff to do the very best we can to continue to educate all students. We are also working on some 
alternative ideas that we hope will help preserve at least some of the traditional celebrations around 
the district, in whatever format we can. 

• PHS Seniors: While this is very hard for everyone, the group who will potentially be most impacted are 
members of the class of 2020 who have spent the last 11+ years in school looking forward to the 
many celebrations and culminating events that come with senior year status. Mr. Johnson, Mr. Coe. 
Mrs. DeLorenzo, Mr. Farrell, the entire PHS staff and I want you to know that we understand the 
impact this is having and will continue to have on you, and we are working to salvage as much 
normalcy and as many of the traditions you were looking forward to as we possibly can. 

o Mr. Johnson and his team will be pulling together a group of seniors, virtually, to hear your 
perspective, to gain your insights and ideas, and to work together toward any solutions we 
can dream up. I look forward to supporting whatever they determine will make this year the 
best it can be, given the situation. 

o Once this group has met, all members of the class and school will be updated with any 
information and commitments regarding future recognitions and celebrations. We will do all 
that we can to make this memorable, for reasons other than being the first class in over 100 
years to graduate during a pandemic. 

• For now, be strong, stick together, virtually only please, and do your best each day until we have more 
answers about what the future will hold. We care about each one of you, we hear your concerns and 
feelings of loss, and will do all we can for you. 

• Mr. Johnson shared a really powerful letter to seniors from 2020 Louisiana Teacher of the Year and 
National Teacher of the Year Finalist, Chris Dier. I hope all seniors read that letter, and know that we 
understand. The letter can be found at chrisdier.com 

• Distance Learning: Mr. Levenduski and I are meeting twice weekly with our building principals and 
district leaders to review status of distance learning, to consider and address all feedback, and to 
continue to evolve in our ability to provide distance learning to students in grades Pre-K through 
Grade 12. 

o Our principals and their teams are working incredibly hard to make this program as 
successful as possible. We fully acknowledge that our system is not perfect and probably 
never will be because it is impossible to replicate great teaching through packets, screens 
and speakers. However; we will continue to make it better, and I hope you will see this over 
the days and weeks ahead. 

chrisdier.com


o Grade level and department PLCs are meeting at least once each week and teachers are 
communicating with one another regularly to improve their effectiveness and support to 
students and families. 

o Social and Emotional Supports: These are very emotionally charged and challenging 
times, for some more than others. We have a very strong school counseling team who 
have sent out many resources, activities, supports and contact options in support of our 
students. These are challenging times for parents as well, so please ask for support options 
as a parent and our counselors can provide resources and options to families as well. 

o Continued Needs: We understand that there will soon be a need for early grade packets 
and additional resources to be provided to some of our families with less technology or 
ability to print materials. Please look for communication from principals with details 
regarding such plans to provide additional student resources. 

o School Surveys: Our school administrators will be sending a quick survey looking for 
feedback on distance learning so we can further support students and families in making 
this as successful as possible. Please take a few minutes to complete the survey when you 
receive it. There will be a survey tailored to Gr. PreK-2, Gr. 3-5, Gr. 6-8 and Gr. 9-12. We 
will do our best to meet the needs raised to the best degree possible under these 
conditions. 

o I remain incredibly proud of, and grateful to, our district team for all they are doing to 
make this valuable for our students. This is hard work, but together, we’ve got this! 

• Grab & Go Meals Reminder: I am very proud of our staff who continues to provide two meals each 
day to many families across the district. Please remember to simply complete the link shared on our 
district website www.plainvilleschools.org to sign up for meals, for any student in district and any 
sibling under the age of 18, whether a Plainville student or not. I think you will find the quality of the 
food and the service to be extraordinary, and I have received many compliments based on over a 
thousand meals served thus far, so thank you to our dedicated food service team! 

• Chromebooks: If your child has a Chromebook issue that requires repair and makes it unusable, 
please notify your building principal and we will do our best to support your technology needs. 

Social Distancing: Please take screen breaks, go outside, get exercise as your PE teachers have promoted 
in their lessons, go for a walk, take a hike, run, and other outdoor activities that allow for the social distancing 
that is strongly recommended by the governor and department of public health. We continue to hear about 
informally organized practices, pick-up games, play dates and other gatherings that shouldn’t be talking place. 
While I know first-hand that telling our children they can’t be involved with such things is unpopular, please 
remind them that their health and the health of others potentially depends on it. I understand this will be 
increasingly difficult as the weather becomes nicer but please help to reduce the duration of this quarantine by 
helping control the things within your control. 

• I have provided this link to our regional health department with the latest COVID-19 information for your 
review if interested. I know there is so much information coming at all of us from every form of media, 
but if interested, this site is updated regularly with reliable 
information. http://pshd.org/perch/resources/ctdphcovid19summary3232020-1.pdf 

Please take care of your family as we do our very best to support our students and all of you in this unusual, 
yet temporary, existence. While this is not the transition to spring that we had all hoped for, things will slowly 
improve, and we will be okay. We will do our best to support you as we all adjust our current realities the best 
way that we can. I remain incredibly proud of, and grateful to, our district team and all they are doing to ensure 
the continued learning and support of our students. This is hard work, but together, we’ve got this! Please be 
well, thank you for your attention and ongoing support! 

Sincerely, 

Steve LePage, Superintendent of Schools 


